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Souse of Representatives^ ^pril 5, 1832. 

[The house resumed the unfinished business of yesterday morning* which 
was the consideration of a motion made by Mr Davis, (of S.C.) chairman of the 
committee on the judiciary, that the said committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of a resolution introduced by Mr fivANSt of Maine, di- 
recting that committee to inquire into a charge brought forward by a Mr 
McCLiNTocKy late an inspector of the customs at Wiscasset, against the col- 
lector of that port $ and that the subject be referred to the 9ecretary of the , 
treasury — ] 

Mr PEARCE, of Rhode Island^ took the floor, and said that he should not, 
at this time, have troubled the house with any remarks, if this resolution 
called our attention to nothing beyond the consideration of the difficulties and 
differences which have existed between the collector of one of our ports, and 
one of the subordinate officers of the customs; for, said he, from the disclo- 
sures which have been made, neither of them have been long in office, and 
both came into office when that system of reform commenced, about which 
«o much had, within a few years past^ been said ; and in regard to which, he 
had no doubt, we sh^iuld hereafter hear a good deal more. 

I have no doubt, said Mr Pearce, that meritorious officers have been dis- 
placed to make vacancies for the gentleman who is now the collector of the 
customs for the port and district of Wiscasset, and for the gentleman, also, 
"wlio was lately one of the inspectors of that port. What is there appertaining 
to the situation of the one, or tl^e other, which ought to excite my sympathies, 
or induce me to take part in the debate, if the charge which has been preferred 
by the inspector is to be considered only as the necessary result of a quarrel 
between the parties? But, Mr Speaker, there are considerations involved 
in this question, which render it highly important, and its importance 
has increased by the course which this debate has taken, by the ground as- 
sumed, and the arguments used by gentlemen who have preceded me. The 
complaint of the in&pector is before us. and it must be disposed f)f, not only 
in justice to him, but to ourselves, and to the people oi the nntion, as the 
rights of parties^ as law, and the merits of the case, may warrant and de- 
. mand. 

I shall contend, that the peculiar circumstances which surround this trans- 
action, although the alleged offence may not be a novel one, the facilitj 
^ith which the -offence may be perpetrated, the right* which every citizen 
in this country, whether high or low, has to petition for a redres^ of griev- 
ances, impel tis to the considerations required by the reaolutien offered b^ 
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{he sentleinaii from Maine, (Mr Evans.) I shall farther, Mr Spealcer, con- 
tend, without intending to cast imputations upon any one, that« irom the ex- 
amination which the complaint of the inspector has already had, as we hare 
learnt from this jdebate, as well as the charges which have been brought 
against him, a full, complete, fair, and impartial investigation, can no where 
be had, except in this house, or before a committee, acting under its authori- 
ty ; that, if another tribunal could investis^ate thid complaint, and examine 
into the charges which have been made, and^ the powers of that other tribunal 
were less extensive than the power i;^ of this house; in;Snch an event, ^ ought 
not tb.deny to the individual complainins: the hearing prayed for. ' 
< I shall reply to some of the uncalled for remarks, made by gentlemen who 
have preceded me in the debate ; and I regret that they were made, some of 
their arguments ; and when I have finished my work, I will yield the floor to 
any one who mayJie anxiotis to take it* 

In the first place, a word only as to the manner in which the complaint 
comes before us, and then a reference to the complaint itself t 

It comes before us, in the form of an affidavit, signed by John McClintock; 
that affidavit is, by a member of this houne, through the regular channel of 
business, sent to the committee on the judiciary, who are directed by the 
house to inquire into th^e chaises therein contained ; McClintock states that 
Thomas McCrate, the collectpr of the port of Wiscas^et, did, in Janvary^ 
1831, attempt to induce him, then an inspector of the revenue, to swear that 
he had given no part of his fees as an inspector to any person, directly or 
indirectly^ but that he had received the whole amount ; whereas, in fact, said 
McCrate did, then and there, require him to pay to him, the said McCrate, 
•twenty -five per cent, out of his fees for all services by him done, as inspector, 
before taking said oath — ^* amounting to about one hundred and jpftv-seven doi- 
2ars and twenty five cents. Said McCr^t^ had paid said McClintocK, in goods 
and cash, about four hundred and twenty-eight dollars ; the balance then due 
to the said McClintock was about two hundred and one dollars. Said 
McCrate then deducted the said per centage of one hundred and fifty sevea 
dollars from this balance, two hundred and one dollars, and offered the said 
McClintock the balance after such deduction, viz : forty-four dollars, as in. 
fall payment for all of said fees ! Said McClintock then stated to him, that 
hecnuld not take th^ oath required ; that is, he could not swear ^at he had 
received the whole amount of his fees, and that he had given no part, direct- 
ly or INDIRECTLY, to any person ; when, in fact, he would have given said 
McCrate, directly, one hundred and fifty-seven dollars and twenty-five 
cents, or one quarter of all his* fees for services as inspector; and, therefore, 
refused to take the said forty-four dollars, offered, as aforesaid, in full pay- 
ment, but required the lawful balance, viz : two hundred and one dollars and 
some cents. Said McClintock then asked said McCrate how he (McClintock^ 
could take said oath. McCrate replied, by caUing it a present! Said 
McClintock then said he could not swear that he had not given any part, di- 
rect or indirect, when he should call the same direct* Said McClintock re* 
plied that there was enough who would ; and the next day said McCrate sent 
the said iHcClintock his discharge; or, in other words, notified the said 
McClintock that his services as inspector were no longer wanted in his 
district ; and no other reasons were ever offered, or any further explanation 
ever had between the said McCrate and McClintock." 

I have been somewhat particular in the recital of this complaint, that the 
nature, as well as the extent of the charges which are made, may be fully un- 
derstood, and that the house might know what it is called upon to investigate. 

The relation which the inspector bears to the collector, and the manner in 
which the subordinate 'appointments of the customs are made, are also sub- 
jects not unworthy of consideration. All these subordinate appointments are 
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made upon the nomination of the collector, the approving power is in the 
head of the treasury department ; but no names are presented to that depart- 
ment, except through the collector. The secretary of the treasury never 
nominates, and be but seldom remores, except upon the representation and 
complaint of the collector himself. The collector, in his lAminations, has 
the right to select; and, it is to be presumed, does select, his political and 
personal friends : according to the course of the treasury department, and 
the law in relation to the appointment of inspectors and other subordinate 
appointments *of the customs, he has at his control the whole patronage of all 
these offices—- and all the officers of the customs know this. The collector 
can make these exactions complained of by the inspector, whose complaint is 
now under consideration, and the difi^culties which would attend a detection 
are great and manifold $ a detection is only to be expected from the par- 
ty injured, and seldom from him, if a disclosure should ^e attended with 
the los^ of office. 

Is the treasury department the proper tribunal to investigate this com- 
plaint ? In the first place, it is not, beci^se it has passed upon the lights of 
the individual who alleges that he has been injured, ex parte, upon the repre- 
sentations of the collector alone, over whom it has no control, and cannot, of 
itself, affect hU continuaiice in office, or bring about his removal. Its judg- 
ment is in full forae, and is binding, and wiU continue to be binding, until 
the same is reversed by a higher tribunal, whose mandate it is bound to obey. 
The treasury department has decided that the complaint of the collector 
against the inspector was fully proved, and the judgment which followed 
has ' been carried fully into effisct, in the removal of the inspector ; and 
thib department is to be selected as the tribunal now to hear and try 
the complaint of the itasnector against the collector, whose complaint 
against the inspector it had heard, tried, and upon which it passed 
sentence, having, in relation to the inspector, the power to make the * 
removal which was made. Sir, it is contrary to the spirit of the whole of 
our institutions to send a man for trial to the court that had tried and con- 
demned him, and to a court which must be bound by its own decisions while 
those decisions are in force* Let it not be understood that I have 'from the re- 
marks I have made, or any which I intend to make any distrust of the impartial- 
ity or honesty of the present head of the Treasury Department: 1 know him too 
well to call in question the one or the other, and he knows me too well to be- 
lieve that I would do it. We were at one period both representatives from 
the two smallest states in this Union, and from that circumstance alone I was 
led to respect him, not to mention others ; and more might be mentioned, if 
more were required. I am arming this question accordins; to my own con- 
victions of the rights of parties, and my own opinions of the law of the 
land, and the rules which govern us in all analogous cases. With this view 
of the case, the collector cannot be tried by a tribunal that has not the power 
to punish, and upon thje complaidt of the inspector who has been condemned 
by that very tribunal, and whose loss of office, is the punishment that has 
been inflictca-^-4iy another view of the question, one taken by the gentleman 
from Connecticut, (Mr Huktinoton) a few days ago, if you send the com- 
plaint to the Treasury Department, you send it to a tribunal that cannot ful- 
ly try the same, and cannot carry into effect any judgment it may pronounce. 
To investigate this complaint and come to a correct decision in regard to the 
rights of both individuals, it may be necessary that the tribunal before which 
it is tried shbnld have power to send for persons and papers, to administer 
oaths, and to take testimony according to the common and ordinary proceed- 
ings in court Is there any power in the Treasury Department to do this? No, 
sir, it has not the power to command the attendance of a single witness call- 
ed by either part;)r, it cannot administer an oath to any individual that 
may come before it, and if it hears at all the party complaming, it must hear 







H 



> 







i 



»»■ 



^ 



WISCASSET CASE. 



[ibf!r Fearee^ 



without the aid or benefit of those forms and ceremonies^ important too, they 
have always been considered, where character or property is involted in 
the examination to. be had. The Treasury Department cannot impart to 
others a power which it does not itself possess ; it cannot, therefore giv6 
to individual? the power to proceed in the hearing of the complaint 
different from what the department would exercise, if the hearing was be- 
fore the head of that department. One gentleman from Maioe^ (Mr Jar- 
Tis) has complained of the great hardship that would attend the collector, bj 
a trial any where butan the vicinage, or the place where, (if at any place,) the 
cause of complaint accrued, and insisted upon atrial there, in faiehalf of the 
collector, as a commdn law right. Where has the inspector been tried, and 
condemned, I may say unheard, where he was best known, in the place where 
he lives^ and where, for any thing that 1 know^ he has always lived? Oh, no, he 
has been tried by Ihe Treasury jDepartment, not confronted by any witnes- 
ses, and the first^ntimation "which he had, that there were in fact any 
Proceedings against him, was in the sentence thaf was passed upon 
im. But if the gentlemen from Maine, is so very tenacious of these 
common law. rights, let him not be content with the exercise of one of 
them, but extend his views in reference to a full trial in the present 
case, beyond one, and agree, that the complaint of the ini^pector shall ue 
heard before a tribunal. that can send for pi^rsons, can adjninister oaths — a 
tribunal that will examine and hear, as if the whole subject matter of the 
complaint was new, without any impression in regard to it, without preju- 
dice, and without partiality. 

But, Mr Speaker, another gentleman from Maine, (Mr Anderson) has re- 
ferred us to the uniform practice in all cases of complaints of this descripr 
tion: the invariable practice in the state of Maine^ refer, says he, the subject 
matter to the Treasury Department, the head of which appoints the United 
Slates' Attorney of the District where the parties reside, and the investiga- 
tion is had before him. I would ask the gentleman, what power the United 
States Attorney has to make this invesHeation, which the Secretary of the 
Treasury does not possess? And, certainly that honorable gentleman will 
not contend that the Secretary, can in thatxase, impart a power which he 
does not possess; then this tribunal, designated by the gentleman from 
Maine, is liable to all the objections which 1 have already made to the Trea- 
sury Department, or any tribual or authority instituted by, or emanating^ 
from it* I think I could, in the course of my remarks prove, if the gentle- 
man should not be willing to admit it, that the investigations to which lie has 
invited the attention of the house, have dissatisfied both parties, and have 
decided nothing. 

What will be the probable 'results and consequences of the investigation, 
if it is to be managed by the Treasury Department, and we are to shut the 
door^ of the house against the complaint? TheU. States' Attorney of Maine^ 
will probably be directed by the* Secretary of the Treasury to enquire into the 
complaint ; he will appoint the time and place of hearing of the parties, they 
will appear with th'eir witnesses, all the officers of the collection district, the 
minions of the collector dependent on him as they all believe for their official 
existence, will appear in his behalf^ and if they know nothing touching the 
complaint, will declare they know nothing against the collector, and verily 
believe him not to be guilty of what is ialledged against him. Those who 
might confirm the late inspector in the charges he has niade, if they ever ex- 
pect an appointment under the collector, will not appear, whatever may be 
their knowledge of the facts necessary to be proved, and those who expect 
nothing through the influence of this officer, might be spirited away; 
the inspector's charges would stand confirmed by his statement a}pne^ and 
that not under oath, for the tribunal instituted, could not administer one,. 
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and^ with the superabundance of testimony, if such it may be called, of a 
negative character, in relation lo the collector the report to the Treasur} De- 
partment would be iQ his favor, while the inspector would be dij^raced 
iQ the opinions of his friends, in the opinion of the department that 
ordered the investis;ation, and of all persons who confined their view* to the 
report which would be made, and who knew nothing of the rtiode of inventi- 
gation or the circumstances attending it. They wdl not, as parties to the 
complaint, bf^ upno an equal footing— ought they not to be?- Who is this 
complainaat? Mr Speaker, trom th^^ maUner in which allusions have oeen made 
to hiai, bv two gentlemen from Maine, (Mr Anderson and Mr Kavanagh,) 
I would infer, that he was a man of some respectability, some influence in 
society, pos*<essing a share of popularity; it is, I think conceded that h^ is 
now one of the ardent and most eiRcient supporters of the adminis(rati(Hi of 
the General Government, possessing the confidence of the ^authorities of 
Maine at this time, haying lately been appointed to important ofBces under 
the authority, of that state Yes, sir, since he was dismissed by the collector 
and the Treasury Department, the only man from the state of Maine who 
has li<p.Mi a word against hiin« is the gentleman, (Mr Jarvis) and in reply to 
hi'.u, I may say a- word hereafter, who resides the farthest from him, two 
hundred miles or more, and who hun the least knowled;2;e of him. 

There is no man in this house more cautious or circumspect, than my friend 
(Mr Anderson,) I have observed Ms course from the beginning, for we came 
here at the same time: he has steered his vship on all occasions, with an un- 
common share of skiH and discretion. What says my friend, Mr Ander* 
son) astutus noneapitur astu, does he make any charge against his constitu- 
,ent, Mr McClintock. . I Here Mr A. rose, and said Mr M. was nflt one of 
his constituents, he did not reside in his district, and lived sixty miles from 
him.3 it is true said Mr P. he does not reside within your congressional 
district, but still as a ci'tizen of th|^ state .of Mairre) he may be considered 
one of your constituents^ and although he does not reside within sixty miles 
of you, if he has been one of the sheriff's deputies for the county of Lincoln, 
the distance is not so great a« to render him unknown to a professional man. 
Bur the gentleman in his remarks, proceeds. with pensive pace and measured 
steps; his usutil discretion does not forsake him — he advances with prutestan- 
does. Recollect, Mr Speaker, says he, i do not charge ihe inspector, I k?iow 
nothing against him, I have only heard that the friends of the collector have 
said that the inspector was dismissed for habits of intemperance. From any 
thing, said Mr Pearce, that has been alledged by the gentleman from Maine, 
the character of the late inspector stands as fair now as it ever did, and it 
may not be improper to infer, that the charge of intemperance was the result 
of after thought, on the part of the collector, to furnish an excuse for a re- 
moval, when it was determined that the refractory and contumacious inspec- 
tor should be removed. At a proper time I will remark upon a new charge 
made against the inspector by a gentleman from Maine, (Mr Jarvis) and re- 
► lied upon in argument by a gentleman fn»m North Carolina, (Mr Speight) 
a charge as contended by both gentlemen, supported by documents recently 
procured froip the Treasury Department, and will now call the attention of 
the hoiiseto.the silence of another gentleman from Maine, Mr Kavanagh, 
representing the district in which the collector and late inspector reside, 
knowing and well known to both. 

Why, when the collector is charged as he has been by the inspector, 
and impeached on this floor, is he silent, if he could support and sustain 
the collector ? Is it because the inspector is an efficient political 
friend? Is not the collector one also; and of the two can there be a 
doCibt whose aid would be the most efficient—whose friendship the roost 
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▼alaabter The collector with all his ofice patronage^or (he late inaj^- 
tor with DO offices, hot those which he holds under the audiorit^ of the state 
of Maine? I saboiit it to the house then, said Mr Pearce, if the collector 
could be sustained, he would be bj the gertlemao who represents the district 
in which he lives, if the chargeH against the inspector could be supported, the 
gentleman would so declare, and not preserve this silence. I will now, for 
&e moment, leave the complainant, Mr McClintock, in the hands of his po- 
litical friends, with one request, that gentlemen who are disposed to treat 
him rather harshlj, before tnej proceed further, would enquire where is he 
now — what share of public confidence he now possesses-^what offices he fills 
in the state of Maine — to what political party he now belongs. His own 
represenutive knows how he voted, at the last congressional election for the 
county of Lincoln, in the State of Maine. 

Another view of this question, 1 will now said Mr Pearce, take: if in re- 
^rd to common offenceii, those in the lan^age of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, (Mr Spkight) applied to this of a trivial nature, the course recom- 
mended by some gentleman^ is that which should be adopted. Is it tbe^ 
course which should be adopted for the purpose of investigating the charge 
which has been brou«(ht against this individoal? 

A discussion of this question will lead the house to enquire into the facili- 
ties with which similar offences may be committed, (the subsisting relations 
between collectors and inspectors have been referred to) and the extent of 
those offiences. In this collection district, so small and'so unproductive, 
that in the opinion of one gentleman, Mr Pelder, of South Carolina, it 
ought to ^be abolished; the collector has his deputy, two or three permanent 
inspectors, four or five temporary inspectors, his weigher, ganger, and three 
or four other officers, on all of whom these contributions may be levied, and 
eiactions made; in the port of Boston, there are near one hundred men who 
' are employed directly or indirectly in the collection and business uf the re* 
^enue, and who are paid for their services by the collector of the port, who 
hold their offices upon Jiis nomination, whose removals may be the conse- 
ciuences of his displeasure, and remonstrance against their continuance in of- 
hce; in the port of New York there were in I8S0, as stated in the Blue Book of 
that year 185; and it is said since fiiat time their number has greatly increas- 
ed, and the increase, said Mr Pearce was, in his opinion, a necessary one: for 
he would not be understood as making any insinuation against the efficient 
and indefati^ble collector of that port, there are officers more or less of this 
description in every port of entry and delivery in the country, collectively, al- 
most as numerous as our little army, more especially, when the officers of that 
army, and the soldiers deserted, are not taken into the estimate; there are in 
the tittle state of Rhode Island eighty -five offices of this description, many of 
whom he knew, and it could be proved in one of the collection districts of 
that state, the district of Providence, were called upon to contribute a part 
of their earnings for party purposes, and for the upholding of newspaper es- 
, tablishments. Then, said Mr Pearce, there is no offence which ma^ be so * 
common as that which it is alleged the collector of Wiscasset committed, or 
attempted to commit; .and what one can be committed with so great a facili* 
ty? Let it be once understood, that a refusal on the part of the subordinate 
officer to comply with those arbitrary exactions, whether the money levied is 
to be applied to party purposes, or to sWell the collector's emoluateats, is to 
be attended with the loss of office, your collectors will make tiiese exactions 
with impunity; for, but a few will dare to resist; and the case of the late inspec-* 
tor of "Wiscasset, may be the only one that wilU come to our knowl^ge, uu-* 
der this, or any other administration for many — many years. 

Mr Speaker, to show that the collector of Wiscasset may not be the only 
officer of the government who is guilty of what is alledged against him, it 
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maj be proper to resort to what, I hope, exists onljr in rumor. But, sir, 
I have heard that he is not alone in these exactions. It has been rumored 
that the collector of the port of Boston, for party purposes, has made, or at- 
tempted to make, similar exactions $ that a refusal tq comply with the requi- 
sitions which were made has been followed, in some cases, with the loss of 
office, on the part of ihe recusant incumbents; that these exactions were re- 
sisted by Gen. McNeil, by Mr James; by Mr Norton, whose appointments 
and disappointments have made us familiar with a word, not to be found in 
the dictionary of old Bailey or Dr Webster. 

Sir, whether the alleviations against the collector of Boston be true or not^ 
I do not know. I prefer no charges against him, or any other man in office ; 
it has been my business to argue this question upon piinciple, and shew the 
necessity of an investigation by this house, not from what has existed, but 
from what may exist ; not from offences committed, but from a view to of- 
fences that may with facility be committed, and extensively committed. 
Since I commenced my remarks this morninc, and during the time I have 
been speaking, I have found on my desk a note ^om one of the reporters of this 
house, which I will read : 

^^I authorize you to say that graver charges than have been exhibited 
against the collector of Wiscasset, will be exnibited against the collector of 
Boston. J. GoocH." 

"Dutee J. Pearce." 

This is, to me, unexpected proof. The writer of tHe note I know only as 
a reporter ; and have, heard that he was onc^ in office under the collector of 
Boston. 

I now submit to the house, Mr Speaker, that the extent to which corruption 
may be carried in the custom-house department, the facility, which acts simi- 
lar to that which, as is alleged, was perpetrated by the collector of Wiscas- 
set, the difficulty which would ordinarily attend the detection of offenders, 
require, ikpon every principle of policy and justice, an extraordinary interfe- 
rence, and the application, iu relation to the case before us^ of extraordinary 
powers. Grant, for the argument oqly, that, in a common case, the treasury 
department would be the proper tribunal for investigation dpd trial, in refer- 
ence to the subject of the complaint now under consideration, if there be one 
tribunal with powers more extensive than another, with more independence 
in character and constitution, in justice to the nation, in justice to the indi- 
vidual who has complained, that tribunal should be selected for the investi- 
gation and trial. I will not institute «a comparison between that tribunal, 
which this house would .necessarily constitute, and the treasury department 

Some gentlemen, who haye preceded me, have resorted to the doctrine of 
the common law, and to ^nglisk legislaUon, for illustrations. I thank them 
for the direction they have given to my mind, and reflections. What is the 
doctrine of the common law, and the spirit of Enslish legislation, in regard 
to offences which, from the nature of things, may be as extensive as civiliza- 
tion itself, of every day's occurrence, committed with the greatest ease^ and 
the detection of mich is attended with no common difficulties. Sir, though 
not of themselves sanguinary, or the commission of which is not amended with 
the loaa of life, yet the punishments inflicted for those offences have been capi- 
tal, atid the laws authorizing them have, in modern times, Jieen denominated 
sanguinary. The great commentator upon the laws of England has informed 
us, jtkat horse-theft was punishable with death — and why? J^cause there 
was no way in which the offence could be guarded against, because it could 
be easilj^ committed, and because the thing stolen was of such a character and 
.description as to give to him, who committed the depredation, all the desired 
facilities of eaeapie. A severe punishment, by the laws of England, is also 
inflicted upon him who enters your enclosure, and takes from it the fabrics 
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there placed, and there necessarily left, in the night time, to be bleached-— 
and why? Because this offence can be easily committed* and always under 
the cover of the darkness. Sir, the spirit of the English laws, and the causes 
which, in £na;Iand, have existed for those laws, have influenced and directed 
the states of jlIus Union, and the Congress of thfc United States, in their legis- 
lation. In soine of the states now the punishment for horse stealing is death ; 
and when we turn our attention to the acts of Congress, we find that, in al- 
most every transaction, wherein false swearing could exist, and in the (ustttm 
house department there are mure oaths requ1ri*d than any other branch of 
the government, that swearing declared to be perjury, and punished as such. 
This oath, which, as is alleged, the collector required the complainant to 
take, and which was read by the gentleman from Maine, (Mr Evans,) when 
he addressed the house, was perhaps the only mode the legislators of the na- 
ti D could devise, to prevent the commission of the offence which,- it is said, 
the collector of Wiscasset attempted to com in it upon the officer under him. 
That it might' be committed, was supposed, when the law was passed, or the 
oath, which has been read, would have beep of a different tenor; that no other 
or better expedient could be devised, as a preventive, it is proper to infer; 
otherwise some other would have been oilered. 

I k»ow, Mr Speaker, what were the views of the late secretary of the 
treasury, (Mr hiirham,) iix regard to the close connection between the col- 
lector and ihe inspectors, and the dependence of the latter upon the former. 
And here I will take tfie liberty of making a remark or two of that secretary. 
He was neither my political or personal mend ; but it is due to him to say, 
whatever may be his future condition, whether he is to continue where he 
now IS, in retirement, ** the worltl forgetting, and by the world forgot," in 
the discharge of the duties of his office, his was the singular godd fortune to 
disappoint his friends and enemies. No man was more devoted to the per- 
formance of those duties, and no man ever discharged them with more fideli- 
ty, greater zeal, or ability. That gentleman, if he had continued in office, 
would have submitted to this house a report recommending a change in the 
tenure of the offices under the collectors of our ports, altering the mode of 
their appointment, separating one from, and making them independent of, 
the other; and this report would have been founded upon these temptations 
existing to tamper with oaths, to levy contributions and make exactionft^ 
'Why should they not be separate? Why should not all temptations be re- 
moved, if they cannot be entirely, as far as practicable, by legislation? 
Many of these subordinate offices', ii> regard to their emoluments, are not in- 
ferior to the office of collector. In. some of our ports, some of the the per- 
manent inspectors receive double the amount of compensation which the col- 
lectors can lawfully receive. Even in the larger p#rts, sucH as Boston. New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, the compen^ation ^f a weigher and guager 
may be as great, is frequently greater, than the compensatiim of the collectors. 
Wny should these appointments be under the direction, and, in fact, the con- 
trol, of the collector? Why should the whole patronage of the custom house 
be exercised by the collector of the port ? We soinetime» startle at the idea 
of executivevpatronage ; it has been, to my knowledge, for the last seven 
jearjs, a copious theme of declamation for our orators, and the source from 
which, as one would suppose, they drew thf'ir inspiration. But, sir, the di- 
rect patronage of the president of the United States is not so great, not so 
liable to be abused, or exercised with oppression or corruption, as that of the 
collector of Boston or N.York These men are disbursing'officer8,one,perhap8, 
to the amount of two hundred thousand dollars, «nd the other to the amount 
of half a million of tnoney. Suppose they should, every quarter-day, make 
exactions and levy contributions, in the way it has been alleged was at* 
tempted by the collector of Wiscasaet, who would not be attoniahed at the 



B. A, 4v. 5--r0 WISCA8SET CASE. 11 

extent of the eorraption ! I will not stop to discuss the question, whether 
these exactions are more toleratile, when made for party purposes, than when 
made for the emolument of the collector himself. If this administration is 
supported bjr them, and has consequently an increased popularity, let this 
increased popolarity be ascribed to the proper cause, if office holders are 
willing to give, and do freely give, a part of their salaries to sustain the party 
to which they belong, this is not the time nor place to examine the correct- 
tiess of the procedure; nor settle the question whether, by such practices, the 
institutions of our cduntry can be perpetuated. 

I say now, what I said under the late administration, that all other things 
equal, it is the duty of the party in power to select their friends for offices^ 
rather than their enemies, but in regard to this, although I had, as is knowu 
to many gentlemen, a share of the confidence of that administration, I never 
could induce the executive to adopt the qualified rule. The astute member 
from Maine, (Mr Anderson) had then the good fortune which I doubt not he 
now possesses of controlling all the appointments of his district, and many 
of the important appointments of the state from which he comes. I. knew 
that Mr Adams was very desirous to appoint a personal friend, a classmate 
in college, to the place which Judge Preble was called to, yet the sentleman 
from Maine was mainly instrumental in securing the place for- his friend) the 
gentleman I have named. 

I come now, Mr Speaker^ to one consideration involved in this question^ 
more important thsn all others; if it had not been so considered by me, I 
would not have engaged in this debate, or troubled the house with any re- 
marks whatever, that is the right and the extent of the right, of the late in- 
spector of Wiscasset to be heard by this house, and the consequences which 
' would follow a denial of the right The petition right has ever been con- 
sidered one of the sacred rights of the citizens of a free government; none oer- 
haps more sacred, and when that is infringed or destroyed, freedom will lan- 
guish, and languishing, will die. In the first article of the amendments of the 
constitution oAhe U. States I find this language—^* Congress shall make no 
law abridging the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the 
government for a redress of their grievances;'' and surely what the people 
thn do, any one of them can do; this will be conceded by every one. Before 
the adoption of the Constitution of the United States, there was to be found 
in the constitution of every state that had one, similar languasje, the right 
was well secured without the amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, and without that, as it was a pre-existing right not surrendered, Con- 
j^ress could make no law denying its exercise to the citizens of this country. 
It perhaps, might not have been necessary to have inserted the language quo- 
ted in the bill of ri|rhts appended to the constitutions of the several states^ 
for this right existed before the formation of those constitutions, and was ne- 
ver by the people of this country surrendered. Our forefathers brought with 
their poverty and their children, when they emigrated, some sentiments of 
freedom-«-all that existed alj the time when they left their native countryi 
these were as dear to them as any of the additional rights acquired here; 
and to prevent any dispute in relation to them, their posterity nave never 
been contented to submit themselves to the operation or any government in 
which these rights were not enumerated* Sir, it may be well doubted, whe^ 
ther^ 

*' When England's aneient baroni, elad in armt. 
And stern in conquest, from Uieir ^rant Siof; 
Then rendered tame, didehaUenge and leeiire 

The charter of their fraedom," 

» 

tkey conferred more benefits on mankind than the commoners in Bn gU ad^ 
who, in 16528, extorted from Charlee the 1st the Petition rights 
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So ti;re&t Ml AcqaisUion was thin at the time considered, -that the people of 
Sogland for the moment Um »i^ht of tjie arbitrary exactions of a tyrannical 
frioce, and seemed to be content with the ah ip money* tonnage duty, andj 

S»uildage leviea. Of air the lighta enumerated in the amendments to the 
onatittttion rf the United States, none perhaps is more important than (hii; 
and without these amendments the people of this country never would have 
Sttbinitted to the Constitution itself* Of what avail is any constitution, grant- 
ilg Ui9:free right of opinion in religious concernments, the freedom of apeech 
and press; declaring that private property shall not be taken for public uses, 
.without jttst compensation, if the ri^^htof a citizen to,|)etition the ^vern- 
ment for a redress of grievances, which right necessarily involves a right tt 
be beard, is denied him? it is then, Mr Speaker, submitted,, that this right 
to petition and consequently to be heard, being a fundain^tal and aacrcd 
right, a denial of investigation or hearing before the highest tribunal one 
• where justice will be rendered fully and impartially, where it can be speedi- 
ly and eftectually reutlered, is an invasion of this right. But this is a small 
concern; the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr Speight,) tells the house 
the alle^d offence of the collector, is a trivial, light oftence, and there* 
lore we must not hear the coutplaint of the late Inspector: he asked for a fish, 
the gentlemen* from North Carolina would give him a stone; he asks to be 
heard in his complaint a^aint the collector, and we turn upon him and try him 
upon neytr charges, which he never beard of. Yes^ the .the gentleman from 
North Carolina, (Mr Spkight) and from Maine, (Mr Jakvis) h^ve in effect 
said to him, Sir, before yt>u troubled the house with your complaint we knew 
VQU were a man habitually intemperate, for that was on record in the 
Treasury Department; since your complaint against the collector was made, 
4>ne of us, by examining the records, in that deptartment, has also found 
.yoii^tobe a perjured wretch; now if you persist in yourcompl)iint, other facts 
^ilf be disclosed, and the sooner it is withdrawn, the betUr will be your 
^pndition; if you go farther, you f^re worse. . These charges and the reason- 
ing ^nd argument of these gentlemen with their evidence also to support 
them will be hereafter noticed. 

J[t would not perhaps, be uninteresting to the house, if the time would per- 
jo^it, to examine the course of this government in relation to the rights of its 
fBiti^ns, from its first formation, many of them not so important or valuable 
M that which may, by our proceedings, be violated, to examine the- practices 
l»f other countries and other governments, where private rights were called, or 
Aiabie to be called, in question. Not an inch of a man's freehold can this 
|(Overnment touch, except in compliance with the condition prescribed by the 
ConstUution of the United States, and the laws made in pursuance of that 
qunstitution; and whenever private property is taken for public use, for li^^ht- 
houses, lor fortifications* or dock yards, ** just compensation" is generally 
held to be double the amount in money, which an individual would give for 
Che same property. This may nut be wrong, as the property of the indivi- 
ilual is made valuable from the very circumstance that bis government m^y 
want it$ and it is better to err in favor of private rights, than againM them. 
In other governments, where the sovereign has but to will a thing, and it is 
done, governments arbitrary and despotic, there has been the same cautious 
abservance of these rights. Ln the coui^se of my life, I once referred .to what 
I wilt now call the attention of the house, as related of Napoleon, in one of 
the publications of the day, to show his high regard for the rights of«his sub- 
jects, as secured by the law of the land.— Soon after his marriage to the 
daughter of the Bmperor of Austria, he determined to erect a splendid pa- 
lace in Paris: he had selected the site, and nothing was remaining to be 
doner M a prelimiiMiry to the commencement of the work, but the purchase 
t{ a. small strip Kif laDd covered by a cooper's shed; to exiiogui^ the title to 
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this littk strip of iaad, he authorised hiA agent .to give to its proprietor, 
a sum e(|^ual to. twice itH value, but this offer did not hare tne desired 
effect: four times its value was required, this sum was also offered^ but 
Mrhen made, a hi^^her value was placed upon the land, and a larger suds 
of monejr required. What, sir, did this despot do? Then in the pleni* 
tude of his poweir, whose word wan^ the law of an hundred millions oi peo* 
pie, at whose nod kin3:s and'rulers trembled, and empires shook! Sir, the 
did not erect the palace: he respected the rights of property, and sufTered 
t^ic proprietor of the land, to retain 'his miserable shed , and that to stand 
as a memento of his folly, and the respect of Napoleon, for the laws of 
the land and the rights of his subjects. Sir, what was this right? a mere 
ri^htto property, a mere <]uestion about soil and the value attached to \X\. but 
the present investigatioii is attended with the consideration of a personal 
right, without the free and ^complete enjoyment of which, as I bave at- 
tempted to show, freedom could not e^ist, and our boasted institutions would j 
lose their valtiit, ./ft 

£a the history of oar own government, in the legislatioiv of Congress^ maiU^ho 
cases are found of the determination pf the representatives of the people I ties 
preserve their >rights inviolate. When the news of the imprisonvieiiliich you 
foreign government, of one of the citizens of these United States,' be found, 
their representatives, (i refer to the imprisonment of Mr Meade* ^rejected, or 
thorities of the Spanish Government) the ordinary legislation ot the 
suspended untiHhe resolution of an honorable and high min<ied jpessor of the 
from Kentucky, Mr Trimbk>, was disposed of, directing an inq^^lp operation 
authorities of this eoui«try« into that imprisonment, and the adoption V4 ^^ ^^ I 
nieasures as would speedily effect his liberation, if wrongfully imprlson^de 
yet that was the case of a single individual, a trivial concern perhaps, in the*#r 
opinion i^i some men for the action. of Congress. The late war is in Qurd?> ^ 
bates often referred to. — What was the principal cause of that war? the impress* ' 
ment of six thousand four hundred and sixty-five of our seamen, confiaedf to 
nse now the language heretofore used, in the ' ^ floating hells of England;" 
yet^all these men were iji the low^ r walks of life, the government might 
have turned a -deaf ear to their cries, and * the bloiidshed,- and the monej 
expended would not have been required for its successful prosecu^ 
tion. It is within the recollection of some who bear me^ that just ,bt- 
fore the' commencement of the war mentioned, a random shot from one of 
the English armed ships, M that time in the habit of hovering araund our 
coast, killed the commander of a small fishine smack, (one of my own name) 
as-fihe was entering the harbour of New Yotk, a humble individual ^ to for- 
tune and to fame unknown.;" yet neither the constituted authorities of the 
country^ Qor the citizens of New York considered this act a trivial offence: 
at the commencement of the war, it was one of the offences unatoned for^ 
and one of tt)e causes of the wan After all, Mr Speaker, what government 
caa lay claim to the affections of its citizens, or their personal aerviceSf ' 
which does not. In the lans;ua^e of one of the sages of Greece, (laogua^B 
often quoted) consider an individuaFs injury a nation's wrong, and act ac^ * 
cordingly? 

In all our legislation here we force upon the citizens of this eoantry, bold* 
ing offices of trus^ty the necessity of strictly and faithfully accounting to the 
government for the discbarge of that trust; we bind them, and when so 
much is required by the government, is there no claim on the part ojf the ttti* 
zen to protection, or can the claim or the right of the citizen be overlooked or 
disregarded? I ask gentlemen to reflect for a moment upon the coasequeneee 
of a refusal by the house to attend to the investigation re<|airM by the vf^s^ 
lufion, which the house sent to the co»mitteeoB the judiciary. 
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~ As connected with, and shewing the importance of, the petition richt, and 
the rights of the late inspector, whose complaint is now before as, 
permit me now to call the attention of the house further than I have done^ to 
what has taken place since the commencement of this debate. The late in- 
spector asks to be heard on his complaint against the collector ; but instead of 
doing Vhat, gentlemen (Mr Jarvis and Mr Speight) have lost sight of the col- 
lector, and put the inspector on trial. They have not been content with a 
mere reference to a former trial of him by the treasury department^ but have 
had recourse to that department for testimony to enable them to produce a 
farther conviction. And what is that testimony, and the new charge upon 
which they would convict him? — The new testimony is swearing to a 
false account as inspector, and the new charge is perjury. ^-They have 
opened the case upon the testimony which they have procured. I protest 
against the mode in which they have procured the testimony, its conclusive- 
ness, and the whole course of both of gentlemen in relation to it. If, 
nr, it were proper to look up proof against the inspector, and it could be 
^ind in the treasury department, the gentleman from Maine knows how it 
wM have been procured — by a resolution directing the secretary of the 
^^ ^. to communicate to the house all that the department possess- 

heard iter such a resolution the house might have had all the evidence, 
upon ne)^t alone, which was fitted to a particular charge or argument I 
JMortli Y^'lJmark to make to these gentlemen, to which I should be pleased 
aaiu to "*%ly. If the inspector was guilty of swearing falsely to his accounts 
you *'^J5^e government,cottld it be done without the privity of the collector 

V^>M6i these accounts are transmitted to the treasury department, and by 

lom the oath taken is in many cases administered, or by his deputy, or some 
one in his office and acting under him. Sir, gentlemen would make the in- 
spector **a greater fool than villian." The false-s wearing, to defraud, could 
not have taken place, without the collector's knowing it, and knowing it, 
would he have been contented in his accusation against the inspector, with 
the simple charge of intemperance, having at command a charge of a graver 
nature? Answer me, gentlemen) iJF you can. — Does any man, in his sober 
senses, believe for a moment, this charge against the inspector? Sir, the gen- 
tleman from Maine went to the department to get something to enable him 
to make out a case; what was necessary he got, and what would have shewn 
that he had no case, he left behind; and the gentleman froift North Carolina 
takes the report of the gentleman from Maine to be true, and reasons accord- 
ingly. With an answer to his reasoning, the house must indulge me for a ve- 
rv few minutes. The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr Speight3 is un- 
fortunate in all his positions in regard to the law of the land. Two witnesses 
were, in his opinion, necessary to convict a man of subornation of perjury. 
And now, Mr Speaker, he seems to be Impressed with the idea, that false- 
swearing is, in every case, perjury. The late inspector has sworn to a false 
account, and has therefore perjured himself. This investigation is to be dis* 
continued, because, if further pursued, it will only lead to nirther disclosures 
unfavorable to the inspector. 

I have already stated my disbelief of any error in swearing to his account; 
I will now take the ground, that^ if there was any, the false^swearing waa in- 
nocent-— not intended to operate injuriously to the public, or advantaseously 
to the individual; that it was not an offence involving moral turpitude, nOr 
could the act be considered one, either in the forum of conscience or in the 
courts of law It must have been the result of a mistake innocently made, as 
to his rights,and could not have been made withan intention to defraud, with a 
hope of suocesit,unless there was a conspiracy between the collector and inspec- 
tor, for the attainment of the object which the latter had in view. To make 
out the charge of perjury, it is necessary for the gentleman from North Car- 
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olina to show, that the false-swearing was wilfuU corrupt,' and with an inten** 
tion to defraud, and without this his charge is unsupported. But, siK this 
charge has been made and reiterated, and documents for which we are 
indebted to the zeal and industry of the gentleman from Maine, (^Mr Jarvis,) 
have been procured from the treasury department, to support it. 

When the late inspector appears before us in the character of an accuser^ 
the secretary of ^he treasury, who has decided upon the charges which the 
collector preferred, who passed sentence upon the inspector, is the only rndi- 
vidual to be founds competent to examine Ine complaint which the inspector 
makes.— [Here Mr Speight arose, and observed that the inspector was 
dismissed by Mr Ingham, or when he was secretar;jr of the treasury.] — Then, 
continued Mr Pearce, 1 have an additional objection to the reference of the 
oomplaint to the treasury department; for Mr McLane might reverse his 
own decision ; but, from respect and comity to the decision of his predecessor, 
it is very certain he would not look into that to reverse it. Such has 
never been the practice of the department, and it is perhaps right that it 
never should have been, otherwise nothing would l>e settled. Those who 
have been to the subordinate officers of that department, know the difficulties 
attending any claim you may have on the government^, or any which you 
may have* in'behalf of those yoii represent, when a decision can be found, 
however old it may be, showing that a similar claim had been rejected, or 
similar relief, once praved for. nad been denied. 

It will be recollected that the decision, made by the predecessor of the 
present head of the treasury department, has been in force and in operation 
for more than a year; the rights of individuals have been cc^icluded by it; 
and this might be, with the secretary, another reason why the decision made 
should not be disturbed, or looked into for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
the allegations, heretofore made by the collector against the inspector, .were, 
supported. 

I leave now, Mr Speaker, to the determination of the house, the course to 
be pursued. I have stated the reasons which will influence, me to vote against 
a reference Ui the treasury department. I have viewed the question raised 
as important, not on account or the rights of, perhaps, the humble individual, 
who has made the complaint, which has been the cause of this protracted and 
tedious discussion, but in reference to the rights of the whole people, which 
may be affected by the decision we shall make, and the principles we shall 
settle. What is one man's case to-day,*may be mine, or yours, to morrow. 
I have never seen this inspector ; it is not probable I ever shall. I did not 
know that there was such a man living as Thomas McCrate, before this de- 
bate commenced. There are no political or party considerations, for reasons 
that have been given, which have, or which ought to have, directed me to the 
course which I have taken. I trust, and, if I know my own'heart^ I cannot 
doubty that my motives of action^ on this occasion,, are of a nobler and more 
laudable character. 

One remark for the benefit of the gentleman from Maine, (Mr Jarvis,) 
who is so anxious for the floor, that he is upon his feet whenever I stop for 
breath ; and I will advance to that part of the discussion, rendered peculiarly 
unpleasant by the partv and political character which has been given to it. 
It appears, by that gentleman's own showing, that the inspector was continued' 
In office three months from the quarter day when, as he alleges, he refused 
to take the oath which the law prescribed, and submit to the exactions which 
the collector made upon him. Was it necessary to give him three months at ' 
a tempus penitenfim? If time was required for this, why was it necessary to 
give him just three months, and no more? Was it necessary to put him in a 
state of probation^ with a view to reform his habits? If it was, why was it 
found neceseary to give him three montds^ and three moathg only, whidh 
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jvere to end wh«n (he next quarter daj came round, and the time allowed 
was not to extend bejond it? The gentleman from Maine, when he gets the 
floor, can, and undoubtedly will, answer these questions. I am anxious to 
be informed, and ask only for information. Left in ignorance upon this sub* 
jcct, inferences unfavorable to the character of the collector might, perhaps, 
be drawn. Some one, less friendly to the collector, might say that the three 
months* probation were allowed, not so much with a view to a reform of 
habits, as to try the strength, and test the duration, of a stubborn disposition. 

1 must now crave the indulgence of the house,- longer than I could hare 
wished, but as long as it may be found necessary lo enable me to reply par- 
ticularly to the remarks of the gentlemen from North and South Carolina, 
and the gentlemen (Mr Jarvis and Mr Andersoji) from Maine. 

In the first place, a few words to a gentleman from Maine, (Mr Jarvis.) 
If any one is dissitisficd with the course of this debate, the character it liaa 
asumed, it belongs to that gentlemen to say, 

^^t 'Me! atUum qui^.feci^ in me converfitefemim. 

4 He is the man who impugned the motives of an honorable^senator, indeco- 
rously brought his name into this debate, and held, or attempted to hold that 
name up to scorn. Even the character of those who have given certificates in fa- 
vour of the late inspector have been assailed, and they, or some of them as he 
says, are actuated by sinister motives, and are disappointed oflicescekers. 
It will be recollected that the gentleman from Maine volunteered his services 
to procure, and has procured, documents from the Treasury Department to 
destroy the character of the late inspector, the man who belongs to the par- 
ty under whose flag the gentleman is now fighting. Did this gentleman sup- 
pose that h6 could scatter at will his fire-brantls among the combustible ma* 
terials of this house, without any apprehension whatever, that some of them 
would ignite, or that he could play the part of Alecto with impunity? if he 
did, he had. some thing to learn, and I am much mistaken if he does not 
come out of this debate, a little more wise, than when he went into it I 
leave the gentleman for the moment, and whether the collector of Wiscas- 
set will find it necessary to say, from such friends ** Good Lord deliver us," 
tone will determine. * 

The gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr Speight) has informed the bouse 
that this discussion has been got up as an attack on the outposts of the adminis- 
tration. I have repeatedly informed the house, that 1 intended to make no 
attack, whatever, on the tidministration, and I now assure the gentleman, that 
if I did, I would not bring my forces, against one of the out-posts, I would 
if I could, scale the walls of the citadel, and I would not be satisfied, until 
I had planted my standard in the very heart of the city. The gentleman from 
North Carolina has thrown down the glove in proud defiance, as if there was 
00 one of sufficient courage to take it up. He invites the house to the strictest 
scrutiny in regard to all the acts and measures of this administration; he says 
General Jackson came into ofiice pledged to a system of reform and retrench- 
ident, and moreover to break down the line of succession established by Mr 
Jefferson, by which the incumbent of the Presidential chair was able to cast 
the mantle of office, upoii his Secretary of State ; that when General 
Jackson was before the people, he had to contend against the whole patro- 
nage of the paity in power, and the destruction of 3hs patronage was ano- 
ther object which he had in view. Well, sir, the door is open; let us look in, 
Jet us scrutinize, and see how fjir these pledges have been redeemed. A sys- 
tem of reform — when the gentleman from North Carolina, and the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr Mitchell) the two prominent administration mem- 
bers, (leaders as they have been styled, and 1 am willing to accord to them 
nil. that belongs to them.) talk of the reform of this administration, lam te^ 
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tntoded of what Cato said of the aa^rera of Rome; ba wondered bow ihejf 
ooald meet each other without laughing* How these gentleman can talk of 
reform ai^d retrenchment of this administration, without laughing, 
ia to me as great a wonder, as was Cato% in regard to the augur- 
ers'-tweil, enough, perhaps, for political purposes, more especially if 
*' all's £&ir in politics," to talk of the reform and reti'enchment, which haTc 
been accomplished by this administration to the people-^well enough to make 
them believe that all which was promised has been effected, but the difficulty 
with me is how to account for the language of- the gentleman here, on this 
floor. I have no doubt that the President when he was before the people, 
did intend to do what he promised he would do,^ in the event of his eleetion; 
but he found himself at the head of a party of .unmanajs:eable men, all view- 
ins; the individuals who had been in power as conquered enemies, and the 
office^ which they filled as the spoils of the victors; his will could not be 
their law- I have some recollection of those who thronged this city before 
the inaueurature, at the time and afterwards. Thev might well be described, 
by a slight alteration in the version of a portion of hoiv writ. *^ When the 
day of Pentecost was fully ccm€» they were all (all who were office seekers) 
with ope accord, in one place. The rush for office, was like the rushing of 
somemightv wind— all who spoke, (for offices) were Galileans, Parthians and 
Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in A^esopotanMa, i^raogers of Rome* 
Jews and Proselytes. Sir, this house about that time was filled with these 
men; how they got on this floor, whether as privileged men, or reporters, I 
know not I recollect reading an article in the Telegraph, by which it ap- 
peared that forty six printers waited upon the President, iivLile he had rooois 
at Gadsby's, in one forenoon ; they all came to tlie eity, *^ .long, lean, and 
lank," and I do not know that one left it without an office or the prp- 
mise of one. Sir, the President found that he could i^it redeem his pledge, 
he could not when in office accomplish what some of his friends wer^ led Xp 
believe he would, when he was before the people struggling for an office; aitd 
we find in bis first message ao ingenious, ap able argument, to justify his 
change of mind, an argument made for that purpose, ifnot for that, 1 know 
not for what. Offices, says, the Presiilent In his first message ^* were not es- 
tablished to give support to particular men, at the publio ej^pense^ no indivi- 
dual wrofi^ is therefore done by removal, since neither appointment to, or con- 
tinuance in office, is matter of right. Ha who is rencoved> has the ss^nie 
means of obtaining a living, that are enjoyed b^ the millions who never held 
office." Here we have a full length picture of the President's r^rm, a jus- 
tification of the course he was compelled to take, after bis succession to the 
presidential chair; and it has been ascertained that he removed more meq, 
without an^ reference whatever,- to the administration under which they re- 
ceived their appointments in the first six weeks succeeding the commence- 
inentof his administration, than were renooved by all his predecessors, du- 
ring the whole of. their administrations. Sir, this new doctrine is consonant 
with the opinions of the gentleman from North Cai'olina; reform means, 
according to the common acceptation q^' the day, the turning out of of- 
fice« men in office, aiul putting in their places political friends; fm* 1 have not 
yet heard of a political opponent being reformed into office. The only charge 
which the ge^itieman brings against the fu-edecessor of Thomas McCrate, wt 
held the olfice, from 1789 to the time, or shortly after Generaljacksons inau- 
guration. Yea, Sir, he^was appointed by Washington, continued in office, by 
AdamSyJefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Adams; yet in the opinion of tlie gen- 
Xieman Ifo^ North Carolina, hi« loj^g, and, I presume, faithful services? fur- 
•pished an argugient in favor of his removal; this must have ht|ve been also 
the opinion of the President, for be was compelled to yield to the force of thU 
besom of reform. .Mr Speaker, great o^ea stMBetijOAes differ on imnostaot 
questioils. 
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' Mr MadisoQ) in his remarks on the remoTiag power» uttered these memo- 
rable words: 

'« I contend that the wanton removal of meritorious offices would sulnect 
him [i. e., the President]] to impeachment and remoTal from his own higk 
trust.*' The Father of the Constitution also said, that^ even if such coa- 
dttct did not produce an impeachment before the Senate, «^it would amount 
to an impeachment before the communitj." 

JS/^n nogtrwu UmUu compvnere Utet* 

But another view of the President's first message, to show how easj* and I 
regret to saj, how common it is, when outof place, to hold a language different 
from that which it is found convenient to adopt when in power: the President 
when before the people was opposed to the appointment of members of Con- 
gress to places of high trust and great emolument. Among his first acts after 
his inauguratiou, was the appointment of men of this decription, all of course 
his ardent friends and active partizans. Mr Van Buren, who was a member 
of the Senate to the time of the election of President bj the people, was 
appointed Secretary of State; Mr Berrien, a mt^mber of the Senate, Attorney 
General; Mr Branch, a member of the Senate, Secretary of the Navj; Mr 
Eaton, a member of the Senate, Secretary of War; and Mr Ingham, a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, Secretary of the Treasury. For this 
sudden change, which the President's mind had experienced, we find a fur- 
ther justification in the first message. The nature, (says he) of the judt- 
eial office, and the necessity of securing in the cabinet and in the diplo- 
matic stations; men of (he highest rank and political experience should ex- 
oept these (members of Confess) from the exclusion. 

Here, then, is not only a full justification of what the* president had, 
among; his first acts, done, but a jiistification of what he shortly afterwards 
did do : the appointment of Mr Rives, Mr Moore, and Mr McLane, to for- 
eign missions; and a justification, also, of what, perhaps, he would have 
done» if the judiciary bill had become a law, or any of the judees of the su- 
preme court had been removed by death. Of all the remarks which the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina made, I v^as more surprised to hear him say that 
General Jackson, when l>efbre the people, made a pledge that, if elected, he 
would break down the ^safe precedent rule," that of preparing the way, by 
the incumbent of the presidential chair, (a rule establisheil by Mr Jefferson,} 
for the succession of the secretary of state to the presidency ; intimating, al- 
though he did not say so, that in this, too, the president had redeemed the 
pledge which he had made. Sir, who is the man ttie president selected for 
the office of the secretary of state? Mr Van Buren. And to whom do the 
firm friends of the president look, as his successor? Mr Van Buren. Who 
is the man, whose selection for the place mentioned, as has been supposed 
by the great repubHean party^ for the express purpose of making him the suc- 
cessor to the throne, has greatly divided that party? Mr Van Buren. Who 
is the man, whose continuance in office could only be interrupted, the season 
past, by causing a whole cabinet (with one exception) to flee the city? Mr 
Van Buren. And, sir, what does Mr Van Buren himself say, in regard to 
the causes of his vacating an office which he held under the present executive 
of the United States? Keferring to the mode in which he had been assault- 
ed, because his political friends had deigned to look upon him as the future 
president of the United States, and the attacks upon his character by those 
who had boon his p<.»litical friends, because he was the secretary of state, and 
was consequently looking to the presidency, for the purpose of preventing a 
disfranchisement, he found it, as he says, necessary to resign his office Mr 
Van Buren was secretary of state ; Mr Tan Buren, if we are permitted to 
quote his own words, did think of the presidential chair; and the only ques- 
tton now remaining is, did the president intend to throw his mantle upon him? - 
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If, sir, what transpired the season pas( could l-ave any doubts upon this siibk« 
Jeat, tho dissolution of a cabinet, because Mr Van Buren found it necessa- 
ry U) leave Washinf^tun, lest iiv mvJ:^^t be disfranchised, and recent occurrences 
vvill ^eltle.the question, beyond ;jll controversy. 1 would refer the house to 
the iate correspondence between the president of the United States and the 
rejmhtican members of ihe New York legislature. If, by that correspondence, 
it does not appeai'thut the president is determined to take Mr Van Buren 
upon his shoulders, and sink or swim with him, it is because I have not beeh 
iible to understand it. 

i must then ask the house, ifit wa;^ the president'* determination to break 
down this line of safe prpcedent* whether he has ji^one far -in accompli^hitiir 
wharhe had in view, and whether the gentleman frtun North Carolina has not 
hi:^^x\ extremely unfortunate, in caliinj^ the attention of this house to that de- 
termination, when inviting the strictest scrutiny into* all his acts, his reform, 
and his promises of reform. 

One mo^e remark, and 1 have done with this part of my argument and re- 
ply.' Mr Van Buren ipas selected by the president for the office of secretary ; 
he is now a candidate for the office of vice president of the United States, 
and has for that office the support of the devoted friends of the president, and 
the support of the presid»»nt himself. Now, I Would ask, if Mr Van Buren's 
submitting to become a candidate for the vice presidency is, or is not, discon* 
nected with the wish, on his part, to t)ecome the president of the United 
States. If'not, is then this wish a new coticern with him, and one not enter- 
tained when secretary of slate? If not when secretary, stixd b»*fore he was 
appointed to that office, is it not fair to presume the president knew what he 
aspii^d to, and selected him partly, in fact, in reference to his own ambition? 

I must now pass on to an examination of the retrenchment made in the ex- 
pehse.^ of the government, since General Jackson was invested with the robes 
of office. *lt will be recollected that there was a committee ol> retrenchment 
raised by this house, under the late administration; and although a raajoritv 
of the committee were unfriendly to that administration, rhey could find but 
little to do. The plea then was, an inability to act without the co operation 
of the president and heads of the departments! Mr Randofph declared, on 
this floor, that no reform or retrenchment could take plape, until a change 
of t\\Q administration, whose aid was absolutely necessary : when Greneral 
Jackson should come into office, alf would be efected that could be desired • 
and a distinguished citizen of Souih Carolina, now the goverttor of that state 
the chairman of the committee on retrenchment, concluded his final reoort 
by recommending the adoption of the following resolution : **Res<dved, that 
this house has a right to expect that the executive will submit to .Congress 
at its next session, a comprehensive scheme of retrenchment, which shall ex* 
tend to the lopping off of all useless offices, and to the securing of a more ef- 
fective accountability in those whieh are' retained." What has followed? 
This comprehensive scheme of retrenchment has never been submitted • the 
office of comptroller, found useless under the late administration, it is naw 
found quite convenient to retain; the committee heretofore appointed has 
fallen into disuse, and hardly now exhibits the shadow of a name. How have 
the expectations of its former chairman been realized? Would that chival- 
rous gentleman, if he were now here, who, when a member of this house, as 
a man and a gentleman, was known but to be admired, named but to be 
praised ;^ cradled in Rhode [sland, although South Carolina was his native 
state; the friend of one who, when living, .was the pride of Rhode Island^ 
whose fame she fondly cherishes: would that gentleman say that all he con- 
fidently expected t|iis adn|inistration would do, has been done.'^ And would • 
he DOW support an administra^en, whieh premised s« m«ch, and accomplish- 
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section quoted, and that of one whigh I call the attention ol the House to, it 
wiJl be seen rhtt the framers of the Constitution for reasons which I think are 
obvious, intended to make every otfence which a civil officer of the United 
States could commit under the colour of office, or connected with the dis- 
charge of the duties of his. office, an. impeachable offence, not for the mere 
purp)se of depriving him of office, renilering him liable to puriishment by rhe 
common laws of the land, but for the more important one« that of placing 
upon him the badge of infamy, and renderiojy^ him forever ineligible to office. 

In the 2d section of the 4th article of the Constitution I find this !angiK3«;e : 
^' A person charged in any state with treason^ fdony^ or other erime^ who 
shall flee from justice, and be found in another State, shaTl, on-demand of 
the executive authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up to 
the State having jurisdiction of the crime." Here, sir, it will be seen that 
there is a limitation in the very language of the section, because for good rea- 
sons the framers of the Constitution though,t it was necessary there should be 
one: the executive arm of one State cannot reach a fugitive from justice re- 
siding in another State, whose offence is a misdemeanor at common law. I 
have some knowledge of a serious correspondence between a governor of 
Rh^»de Island and a governor of Connecticut, the former claiming as a fugi- 
tive from justice a man who had commirted an assault in Rhodelsland and 
fled to Connecticut, and the latter refusing to surrender him, on the ground 
that the offctice charged was not according to the claaaification of offences, 
treason, felony or other crime. 

1 have now another authority, the opinion of Judge Tucker, the annotator 
upon Blacksrone's commentaries. In appendix to 4th volume, page 57, he 
says. '*the Senate of the United States constitutes a court of impeachment, 
in which the President, Vice President and all the civ^l officers of the United 
Stales^ may be im*peached by the House of Representativ^es of the United 
States, and there tried for treason, bribery, or other crimes and inisdofne^i- 
^ ors." He cites a case and says, "On the trial of William Blount, formerly 
a Senator of the United States, for high crimes and misdemeanors who was 
expelled from the Senate after the impeachment was made ktiownto the Sen- 
ate ; but before the articles of impeachment were exhibited, he pleaded by 
his counsel^ that although true it was, that'he was a Senator of the United 
States at the several periods in the articles of impeachment Veferred to, yet 
thai he was not then a S*?nator; nor was he at the several periods so as afore- 
said referred to, a civil o^cer of the United States ; and that he was not in 
and by said articleschai'ged with having committed any crime or misdemeanor 
in the execution of any civiloffice, held under the United States, nor with 
any mal-conduct in a civil office, or abuse of any public trust in the execution 
thereof — which plea was sustained by the Senate, and the impeachment was 
therefore dismissed January 14, 1799* 

The question was tak^n and negatived upon two points 1. Whether a 
Senator of the United States is a civil officer r t2. Whether a Senator be im- 
peachable for high crimes and misdemeanors committed by him while he Is a 
Senator ? On both questions there was a majority of 14 to 11. 

The question in the case cited was whether a Senator of the United States 
was a dvil officer of the United States, withh the language of the 4th section 
of the 4d article of the constitution ; it was decided, that he was not, and 
consequently that he was not liable to impeachment; but the whole of Blount's* 
plea admits that if he Was such civil officer, lie was liable. 

The gentleman from South Carolina, from some remarks which he made 
leads me to suppose that, in his opinion, punishmenttsy according to la\#, must 
precede rather than follow impeachments ,for offences committed*by persons 
inandundir colour ^f office; and he has informed the house that if the col- 
lector of Wiscftsset IS pro6ee4ed against in the coirts af ^aine^ and there 
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It will.be borne in mind, that 1 have, disclaimed any intentiod of arraigning 
the administration, in the remarks i intended to submit; thft, in entering 
inio this debate, I had but one object iu view, that of vindicating the rights 
of a citizen ; but the gentleman froii\ North Carolina has invited me to travel 
w^ith him, and what I found on my way I have exhibited to the house. I 
have examined nodocumcfnts, nor faken from the sh^lves^any files of papers, to 
0hew h(iw far the administration has accomplished wbat it was pledged to 
perf(«rm; but, while on the !»ubj6ct of diplomatic expenses, 1 will call the at- 
te'\tion of the house to a statement, made in the other branch of the narional 
lei^inlature, not many days ago^ a statement which has not, and will not be 
«|uestioned. 

i Th£ Expevsbs or Diplomatic Intercourse. 

For 18!^8, . ... 149.000 

. For 18:^9, - . •. - * 137,500 



Two years of Mr. Adam6, - - 8289,500 

For' 1830, - - .- 214,500 

ForM8Sl, - - - 210.000 



Two years of Gen. Jackson, - 424,500 

8138,000 

The appropriation now proposed for the same expenditures, in the ytar 
1832, is 135,150, wanting but fifty thousand dollars of the whole »um appro- 
priated tor simitar purposes in both the years 1828 and 1829. 

The s;entleman from South Carolina. (Mr xMitchell) mu.^t not be forgotten; 
he deserves at least a p/tssing notice, and shall have one of that character, for 
it seems to have been his province to take upon himself thie law argument of 
this question; and further, Sir, his common conclusion is, and in this he is 
joined by others, let our allegations be what they may, established or not^ the 
administration of the executive, is a popular one, and his popularity is in- 
creasing. 

I understood, Mr. Speaker, that gentleman to have distinctly stated, that 
the offence with which the Collector at Wiscasset was charged, was not aii 
impeachable oft'ence, and, therefore, the complaint ought to be dismissed ; 
that if any offence had been committed, it was only a misdemeanor at common 
law, not committed by the collector in his official capacity, one for which he 
might be held to answer, in the state in which he resides, but one of which 
this body cannot take cognisance.— I propose to answer the gentleman, 
and in the first place, would refer the House to the 4th section of the 2d arti- 
cle of the Constitution of the United States, the first authority at this mo- 
ment within my reach, and I thiYik as good a one, as could be found. 

*» The President, Vice President and all civU officers of the United States 
shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of treason, 
bribery, or other high crimes and miademeanora. Is the collector of Wiscasset 
a civil officer of the United States? And can it be doubted, as he was 
nominated by the President, and appointed by the President and Senate, in 
the same way that the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, or the Secretary of 
State was appointed. He was apppointed under the authority of the United 
• States to fill an office created b^ a law of the United States— -and what fur- 
ther ? The gentleman acknowledges the offence charged is a misdemeanor, 
be it so, does not the language of the Constitution of the United States ex- 
tend t5 misdemeanors as* well as crimes committed by civil officers ? That 
it does, will not be denied by any qne who can read and understand what he 
does read. 

When, sir, we examine the marked difference between the language of (he 
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House io relation to him. Under any aspect of^this case, he will be found to- 
be a very fortunate man: hold him to answer in the state tribunals, the plea 
there maj be that he is an officer of the ' General Government, and proceed- 
ings against him must be instituted in the Courts of the United States. Pro- 
ceed against him in those pourts, and the prosecutor will be met with the 
mooted question, whether the courts of the United States have jurisdiction 
of cfommon lawoff*ences. Suppose, Mr Speaker, that those courts take cog- 
nizance, of the offence, .he is tried and convicted, bf a writ of error, or by 
other process, the case is brought to the Supreme Court of the United States, 
who confirm the decision of the court below, would the collector even then 
be removed? he might not be. In the opinion of the President, the decision 
of the Supreme Court might be erroneous, the Chief Justice of which is old 
and superanuated, and the other justices, or a majority of theni still liaibley 
old as he is, to be influenced by the acts and opinions of the Chief Justice. 

. It remains to be proved, whether the decision of that court recently made, 
is to be recoo;nized by the President as the law of the land, and its mandate 
enforced. If the President has not, on all occasions, respected the decisions 
of a co-ordinate branch of the appointing power, what reasonable calculations 
can we make, on his respect for a co-ordinate branch of the government? — 
.that he has appointed men to places of trust and emolument, whose nomina- 
tions to the Senate were rejected by that bady, and not by a mere party vote, 
is asserted by his political opponents, and jiot denied by any of his political 
friends. We have, the nation hits the recorded evidence. • Wharton Rector 
was twice nominated, for the place of Indian Agefit, and twice was his nom- 
ination by that body rejected, and thrice it would have been, had his^name 
been sent the third time to the Senate, for their consideration. MrStain- 
baugh was nominated for a similar place, and his nomination was also reject- 
ed. Sir, to say nothing of Colonel Decatur, Gardner, and others who could 
could not pass through the senatorial ordeal, and who are now in places oi 
great profit, under the authorities of the United States, to say nothing of the 
superintendent of the Cumberland Road, continued in office, after the effici- 
ent officer appointed to investigate his conduct, declared him unfit for the 
office, the case referred to, by the gentleman from Ohio, Mr Stanbery when 
he addressed the house: where nbw are Rector and Stambaugh? Sir, adoc- 
cument before me will show where they have been, since their nominations 
were rejected by the Senate. 

I call the attention of the house to a document before me, commnnica* 
ted the 12th of March last, and is a report from the Secretary of War, 
in relation to the employment of agents amons the Indians for their re- 
moval &c. I find in page 4, the name^ of Wharton I^ector, Agent, Ar- 
kansas Territory and Choctaw nation, west of the Mississippi (river, amount 
of money received by him, two thousand three hundred dollars; his compen- 
sation, four dollars per day. In page 9 I find S. C. Stambaugh, employed 
from the 15th July 1830, to Sd March 1831, at Greenbay, compensation 
pl500 per annum; amount of money disbursed, 11, 4 1 5, 7f-— amount remain- 

' me in his hands, 3, 492, 84. In regard to which the Secretai^ . of War 
adds: « 

<* This balance arises out of the amount of an invoice of goods; 83,553,19 
forwarded to him by Sugden, Jackson & Co. charged to Stambaugh, and for 
which no official evidence of delivery has, as yet, reached the department, al- 
though the Secretary of War has been informed of its deliverance to the In- 
dians. After the 4th March, 1831, a suitable compensation will be allowed 
him for conveying the Indians who came to the seat of govern meut under his 
guidance, back to their country, which , compensation has not yet been deter- 
mined; and after his arrival at Greenbay, he is allowed by the War Depart- 
iqent, per letter of 25d April, 1831; 85 pe^kday, during the time he will be 
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engaged under the instruetions given to him, in examining the. lands^ceded 
between L^ke Michigan and Greenbay." 

The house now see wiere these two men are, and how thej are employed; 
men whose nominations ^s Indian agents with a compensation of 81500 per 
Annum, were rejected by the senate, employed as sub-agents with a per dium. 
allowance greater than their salaries would have been as agents. For the 
place now filled by one of these men, Mr Stanbaugh, so odious is he to the 
people of Pennsylvania, his native state, and where he is best known, I am 
authorised to say, by a member from that state, now in sight, for his place. 

The recommendations of Maj. Erix^ were signed by • 114 senators and 
members of the Pennsylvania legislature*— whole numbof 133. — 20 out of 26 
men^bers of this house, and both the senators — also the heads of the state 
departments of Pennsylvania. 

[submit to the house, from the -vi^* taken, that the renu)val of the 
collector, might not follow his conviction before the state courts, or be- 
fore the United States courts. No, sir, it might not follow, although the 
gentleman from South Carolina might make good his promise, and exhibit ar- 
ticles of impeachment against the president for not removing him. But, Mr 
Spealcer, there is a power, not behind the throne, 1)ut greater than the throne 
itself, the exercise of which will remove an- obnoxious officer: t^ power of 
this house, with that of the senate, sitting as a high court of impeachment, 
with whose acts the president cannot interfere, and whose decisions he can- 
not nullify. **He shall have power to grant reprieves and pardoi^s for of- 
fences against tho United -States, excerpt in cases of impeachment." 

1 must now leave the law of the case to be disposed of by the house, know^ 
ing that, when I engaged in this controversy with the gentleman from South 
Carolina, I had te contend against fearful odds. I have fought with such 
weapons as were at hand, yid with how much success, others must decide. 
There is one remark, made by the gentleman from South Carolina, which 
has been repeated by the gentleman from Maine, and by others, which is en- 
titled to some notice, and to a reply. The coinmon conclusion of these gen- 
tlemen is this : can the president do wrong? has he done wrong? has not his 
popularity increased, and is it not increasing? We are referred to this pop- 
ularity, as iht panacea for all our disorders, and the healing balsam of everj 
wound. The gentlemain from South Carolina points to the gentleman from 
' Maine, (Mr Evans,) and then significantly says, perhaps another Congress 
will have to mourn over his loss. An insinuation of this kind Aight have 
come with as good a grace from any other man as from this gentleman,. who, 
from, his first appearance here, has alternated, in the representation of his dis- ' 
trict,r with some other good man, to the present time i who has, on more than 
one occasion, as I ha^e been told, been indebted for his election to a few 
Yankee votes^ whether lawfully or unlawfully cast has been sometime a mat- 
ter of dispute. I do know, Mr Speaker, that, at the last senatorial elec- 
tion in his district, his political friend succeeded by a majority of only five 
votes, over the nullification candidate, Cpl. Midilleton, a gentleman I saw 
last summer in the place where I reside, taking necessary steps to prove that 
a greater number than this was illegal votes. Perhaps the gentleman has not 
been informed that, although he might have slain his five Richmonds, another 
is in the field; and, when he extends his views to the next Congress, the 
gentleinan from Maine may say, *' Weep not for me, but rather weep for your- 
self," 

But General Jackson's popularity has increased, and is irtcreasing. It is 

well known that he came into pffice for reasons, which 1 will not now assign j 

but, suffice it to say, because he ))romised much, and many things were ex- ' 

pected by some who did not expect, offices, by an overwlielming majority, 

hat as soon as he came into power, and put on the. robes of ofi^ce^ he found 
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) flocTcino; to ,his standard all those who, from principle, give to the, incumbent 

of olFice a reasonable support; he found in his train all the eleveiirh-hour 
men f all who,-, during the late campaign, were on •the fence, and in some 
places are called fence inen ;. all who wa* ted to ^et offices ; all who wantetl 

( to hjdd the offices they had, and were willioj; to make a sacrifice of anv kind 

to effect this, all the expectants, and all their friewls. Add to these consid- 
cirations, and the enumeration made, the strong inclination in the mind of al- 
most every one, to worship the rising; sun., and the few,. the very few cases of 
men. bowing to one whose race is run, to me the wftnder is not that his p(»pii- 
laritv has increased, but the greater wonder is, that there should he found 
against him. a strong ^rsranized opposition. How dtjes the <ase of General 
Ja'kson now stand, compared with that of the late venerable ex-president 
Monnie ; when- he was first ejlected president, he came into office against 
t strong opposition ; but li,e'was re ehi^cted with but one dissenting voice, in all 
the electoral coliegi^s in the United States, and that one in the granite state. 
New Hampshire, D^oes the most sanguine <,)f the president's friends expect 
sucl] an unanimity in his behalf, at the next election. Sir, of what difference 
is it to the great mass of the population of this country whether one man or 
another nils the presidential chair, if both are equajly well qualified to dis- 
charge ~the#luties<ot the office, and equally disposed to administer the gov- 
ernment in tlie spirit and according to the letter of the constitution? They 
^ are indifferent, are disposed, and, in tlie case supposed, do yield to the man 
in officfji^ an honest, zealous, and efficient support. Demagogues fnay, for 
obvious reasons, have a personal preference; but a greater part of the people 
of,! his country have none. Sir, a review of the states as they now are, and I 
ass'jn; the house that I will march witlva quick pace, will satisfactorily shew 
how far the president's popularity hu> increased. Great credit is' claimed in 
consequence of his increased popularity in the »tate of Maine; but, in t/iat 
state, at present, there is but a littlgs of which the administration can be justly 
proud ; and when the people of Mairte find, if they have not already founds 
that all which was promised to result from the arrangement of the W;est India 
trade, has not been realized, that their situation, instead of having beea,made 
better, has actually been made worse ; that the best mode of settling a dis- 
pute, about a boundury line, is not. in the sale of half or more of their territo- 
ry, the changes in that state will be of a character not gratifying to the execu- 
tive, or his political friends. Since this debate began, a little, light from the 
east has reached us ; and if, like the gentleman from South Carolina, I could 
indulge in prophecy, I would say that, -at the next Congress, the gentleman 
from that- state, now near me, (Mr Evans.) would not be the only sparedAmon- 
ument of Maine as she was, and Maine as she should be. 

When I come to the granite State, #(New Hampshire) I must admit that 
ther^ has been a change, the President here is more popular than he 
was three or four years ago. I confess, sir, I have found great difficulty 
in attempting to account tor this change. My first impression was that al- 
though the schoolmaster was abr4)ad in the land, with the spelling book and 
testament in his hands, he had not been into the granite State, had not visit- 
ed all parts of, it, or had not remained in it but a very short period of time. 
But when 1 see her distinguished delegation on this floor, this impression 
is at once removed ; when I reflect that this State can point to almost 
every State in the Union, to many of the departments of government, and 
say behold here my jewels, I can not for a moment entertain the belief that 
the schoolmaster h«s not visited this State, and must leave it by saying, to 
\ me the change is unaccountable. Vermont although somewhat infected witK 

j|nti -masonry, and she would have been' less infected, if that body of men had 
been differently treated, is sure and steadfast MassashuseHs, although 
troubled with the same infection, although she has divisions arising from local 
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causes, tnd although in that State there it a prt j compMed of olRee-hoMen 
and office seekers, and their respective friends as there always has t>eeiu and 
perhaps always will be, in favor of the President for the time beine, the ad* 
ministration cannot point to anjr change at which thej can well rejoice. la 
taking leave of this State, as well as I like her politics, I should like her poll* 
cj better, if she would surrender to Rhode Island a small strip uf land 
which she claims, but twentjr-two miles long and four wide ; small as it 
is, as the State from which I come is but forty -seven miles long and thirty* 
seven wide, and of the small quantity of land which we have, one half of that 
land is covered water, it would be very desirable— to use a very common 
phrase for which the House will pardon me, an inch in a man's nose if* verr 
considerable— that we shall recover this strip of land, whose inhabitants will 
be desirable when another apportionment is made, if the Supreme Court should 
not be dissolved, I have no doubt; but then the eipenses of the law suit wa 
are anxious to avoid $ if the Supreme Court should be dissolved, there is 
another court to which we can report, not a court of oyer and terminer but 
rather a court of terminer and oyer denominated in a debate a few days ago* 
the ultima ratio reeum court. In this court call it what you will we shall be 
fairly heard, and Ihave no doubt as to its decision. The election in Connec* 
ticut now just over shows there has been no increase of the popularity of the 
President there, but rather the reverse. There is in that state, e 
a small quantity of timber recently cut, and yet unseasoned, «hich e 
m ajority of the people is willing to ship, and make the gentlemen «if North 
Carolina and South Carolina leading administration men in this Hou^e, coa« 
signees of the cai^. 1 am told by the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Jarvis) 
not te forget Rhode Island, I will not, she will forget me long before I can 
forget her. Well, sir, what shall I say of Rhode Island? nothing but what ia 
true. We have divisions from local causes ; there are in that State more 
than one hundred, perhaps nearly two hundred, who hold offices under the 
general government, most of them small offices, but even ** little things are 
great to little men;" we have twice that number who expect these officer^ 
take then the office-holders and office expectants, and add to the number 
their respective friends, you will find a heavy per centage of the legal votere 
and most of the friends of the present administration. I have obhenrm 
ed, Mr* Speaker, by the administration papers abroad, let our divisions 
be what they may^ the minority on every question, if it be a respectable one, 
k claimed ny the friends of the executive. Not long ago, the inhabitants of 
the latest town in Rhode Island, and second to but one in New England, were 
much divided on the question of applying to the legislature for a city charter^ 
the minority and a very respectable one too, vif^s-daimed by the administra* 
tion papers for the administration. As well nrf^ht they have claimed the mi- 
nority on another question which wasdiscussed m another town in that State^ 
a question of mere municipal regulation, whether geese should be suffered to 
run at lai^ in the summer season. 

Whether the popularity of General Jackson has increased in Rhode Island, 
since bis election, may be tested by a reference to the popularity of men nho 
have never shown any attachment to him, in or out of office, who are and aU 
ways have been found in opposition to the man and hisi measures. Perhaps I 
overrate the popularity of one of the Rhode Island dcle^afion; but 1 fhiok I 
do not, when 1 say that at this this time he p)SKe»8e<) a greater sharA uf it 
than he ever before enjoyed, and that his popularity riiiw, in great- 
er than that ever before possessed by any man in his state^ and nofne will pre- 
tend that my colleague lias ever shewn any predilections for th(> executive of 
the United States: mure fortunate than I have been, no suspicion was ever 
entertained that he had any. If any member of this house, at anv t\mr 

iraata to raise a atorm^ he need not do more than say in his pia€e9,.ri^^ ^' 

•if 
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Colleague la friendly to this administration. My popularity is like the reli- 

fion and philanthropy of the orator of Roanoke* I have none to speak of. 
n rurnirift our eyes to the great state of New York, we look in vain for the 
President's increased popularity. Lord Kaims, in his theory of the beautiful 
and sublime, recommends, I thiiik, the ascending series as the most agreeablr, 
but in examining cursorily the parties in that dtate, in justice to my venerable 
friend now near me, (Mr Root) I think myself fully warranted, in taking 
what, in many respects, and by many persons, may be called the' descending 
order. [n the first place then, we find there, a party called the demo- 
crat's party, who in the language of one of the New York Journals, is fighting 
on his own hook, and who knows^ or is now prepared to say, that by hook or 
by crook, he will not fight succe^^sfully; then comes the Clay, or National 
liepublican party, next the Antimasonic party, and last, and as many will saj, 
not least, the Albany Regency, or the old Republican party. 

Now, Mr Speaker, with a view to all these parties, who can confidentlv 
calculate on the electoral vote of the great state of New York, at the next 
presidential election? At the last election. General Jackson received a 
majority of the electoral votes of that state — that some parts of the same are 
doubtful, and so considered by the party in power, is fairly inferrable from the 
alteration which they have made in the law for choosing electors of President 
and Vice-President. 

New Jersey, although slow to act, generally complies with the requisitions 
which are ma^e upon her. In Pennsylvania the struggle appears to be between 
her love for Caesar and for Rome, or as the great English premier. Mr Can- 
ning once said, between her attachment to the King ana attachment to the king- 
dom. Delaware, this little state, the lowness of whose stature is' wonder fullj 
supplied by the loftiness of her soul, true as the needle to the pole. Mary- 
land — if in other states 

'* The dawn is o'er cast, the moraiitff lowers, 
And, heayily, in clouds, bring;s ob the day/' 

here the faithful sentinel cries aloud '* All's well." In Virginia of what can 
the administration boast? Mr Randolph in one of his communications last 
fall, spoke no doubt the sentiments of that state, when he said he should sup- 
port the re-election of General Jackson, not because he liked or thought him 
qualified for the ofiice, but because he could not have the man he wanted, and 
he was bettter than some men he disliked more.'' Most extreme enthusiasm^ 
this, sir — this compulsory choice between confessed evils. North Carolina^ 
although nor well pleased with the conduct of the President towards one of 
her distinguished sons, i», as «(he has been, her attachments not increased, and 
perhaps not diminished. What shall we say of the President's native state, S. 
Carolina; sorely, sir, it will not be said, that his popularity is increasing in 
thi<« state, a state swingina: from her moorings, dragging her anchors, her ex- 
perienced seamen in their proper stations, with sharpened axes in their 
hands, listening for the words, which are, perhaps, now trembling from the 
lips of their commander, ^re vou ready — cut away! Heart rending as the 
apprehended separation will be, if South Carolina enforce the common 
law doctrine of allegiance and expatriation, when she does secede, there are 
some portions of this Union which will, with an assurance that this will be 
done, consider the horrors of separation in a great degree alleviated. Aa to 
Georgia, her course will depend, and well do gentlemen know it on circum- 
stances yet to arise, and \labama will follow in her wake. It will not be pre- 
tended that the President's popularity has increased in Mississippi, for her 
representative on this floor has declared that he belongs to no party, he can- 
111% not consequently be a Jackson man ; and jtidging from some o/ his votes, es- 
^n'ti4lgcially one, I should suppose that in fact he did belong to no party. How 
been mlAfettie President's invincible popularity in Louisianat the especial theatre 
troubled with the Sa*.. 
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of his gIorj*-«C6e tigmtm! View the venerable patriot and his distinguished 
colleagues. Look, airi at thelivingproof of the rresideni's popularity lu th# 
heru not of one war— not of two wars but of three or four» and stiil enough of 
the amor patrim left to prompt him to en^ee, when his country calls* in half A 
dozen more. In Missouri and Illinois, if the tree is to be judged by its Iruity 
we should suppose that there is but little of which the President or his friends 
can boast in either of those States-^ the two representatives from these iiicates 
are anj thing but party men; although any party might justly be proud of 
them, and any party composed of such men might well be tolerated in any 
tjou ntr y. 

In KLentucky and Ohio the administration has gained nothing* and those 
opposed to it have much to hope for. Of Indiana, I would say something, if I 
knew any thiiig—- from Tennessee^ we have a voice, not a still small one, but 
one loud enough and strong enough, sometimes, in all conscience. Shall 
it be said, *nhe lion has been bearded in his den," and that the attack 
bas beenfmade upon ^ Douglass in his hall?" This, I think, must be cod* 
cceded; and the greatest proof that could be given of the popularity of 
uiy friend Mr Arnold in his own dintrict, is furnished by the legihiative act 
of Tennessee repealing the law regulatin^ir the choice of electors; aubhtitutina; 
;i choice by general ticket for that by districts This does not look muca 
like increased popularity near home. Fro n this review, no one will conclude 
that in the aggregate, the President's popularity has received any increase. 
As, however, he is in many things more fortunate than any of his predeces^ 
sors have been, is all things to all men, why should it not have increased? 
With federalists, the President is to destroy all the political dihtiuctiuns 
which heretofore have existed ; uith democrats, the man who is to reiiture 
the Republican family to what it was in the days of Jefferson | in Pennsylva- 
nia in favor of the tariff and internal improvements $ in South Carolina op- 
posed to both, as we learn fiom the gentleman from that State, (Mr Mitchell) 
and determined to bring the revenue down to the wants of the govern m»'nt—- 
if every wind is a fair wind, and every breeze is, to him, a pleasant breeze. 
Wliy, I again ask, should he not be a popular President, and why should not 
his popularity increase? 

[^Here Mr. Mitchell rose and said he had been misrepresented, as he had 
not said the President was opposed to the tariff and internal improvements.] 

I certainly, said Mr. Pearce, understood the sentleman to have said so, 
and if he is not, how can that gentlemau support him or his administration? 
but if more agreeable to the gentleman from South Carolina, let it still be un- 
derstood to be a question, subjudice* 

I have never been able satisfactorily to account for the President's decreas- 
ed popularity in those portions of the country where he is the best known. 
In his own State, in this District, in the city of New Orleans — many gentle- 
men now on this floor, sent here by their constituents, under pledges the most 
solemn to support this administration, are found to be lukewarm, or in 
opposition to rt — proeul a JovCj procul a fulmine* Is the President like hills 
upon a turnpike, apparently the greatest when viewed as a distant object, or 
like objects which are magnified by the fog and mist through which they are 
seen ? Is it because at home the people: see through a glass darkly — here the 
Representatives see him, face to face, at home tbe people know in part; but 
here there presentatives of the people have full knowledge ? It is my businesSy 
Mr Speaker, to speak of facts, let it be the province of others to assign causes. 
It is true that with a very decided majority in both branches; the wheels of 
government could not move without the aid and support of those who belong 
to what is called the opposition. Not intending any application, whatever, 
is the popularity of the head of an administration the conclusive evidence of 
the correctness of the coarse ot that administration ? 6sesar was popular Oft- 
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I ti! he passed the'Rabicon, Ptsistratus was popular when he first entered 

. Athens, continued »o until he was banished, was popular when he returned 

I to that citj from banishment. Bonaparte's popularity continued until the 

I allied armies entered the citj of Paris. 

The sentlemen from Maine, (Mr« Anderson^ asks the House if there ever 
waf^ before such an applicationas this? To answer his own qaej^tion be tells 
us that in his examination he has gone back twenty years. I do not know 
tiiat there ever was such an application as this, l cfo not know that there 
ever was such a man as Thomas McCrate ; and the gentleman has iiianj 
constituents different, it is to be hoped, if he has correctly described them 
from the rest of mankind. He has entertained the House with an account of 
those who were attached to the custom house at Bath, and those who wished 
to be attached to it* their crimes, their frauds and peculations. I heard 
gbtiietliing of those men under the late administration, and that of Mr. Mon- 
roe. They satisfied all that many of them had been guilty of that which was 
but a lirtle short of hi|^h treason, sailing in time of war under British licenses, 
trading with the endmies of the country, giving them aid and comfort. Whj 
the gentleman should have such constituents 1 know not—evil communica- 
tioiis corrupt good manners. The people of Maine have bad bad neighbors; 
during the late war one third of the State was in the possession of the enemj} 
and the whole of the District represented by one gentleman who has ren- 
dered himself quite conspicuous by the part he has taken in this debate, (Mr. 
Jarvis) and so continued until the war ended, although General King, just 
before the conclusion of the war, was about to organize an armed force to re- 
capture it. All who remained in possession of the conquered territory were 
required^ I think, by a proclamation of SirGeorge Prevost, to take the oath of 
allegiance to the British crown. The gentleman who is now a patriot of the 
first order, can inform the House, when be gets the floor, whether he took that 
oath. PerhapSf Mr. Speaker, as the people of Maine have for years had a 
disputed line, they have been occasionally, or some of them on the other side 
of the real line, when tliey thought themselves on this. But from what I have 
seen in one of the newspapers ofthis city, this morning, we may hope for bet- 
ter thingH in the State of Maine : 

*^I\ir «a/e-— A large and valuable tract of land, Ij'ingon the northeastern part 
of the State of Maine. Said tract is well wooded, watered, and cultivated, 
abundantly stocked with timber, game, fish and inhabitants; which last will 
be s(»ld separate, or included under the general head of game, at the option of 
the purchaser. The above mentioned tract has, for some time past, annually 
produced a member of the State Legislature, who will be sold with the timber 
or fish, as may be agreed on at the time and place of sale. The two first na- 
med articles will be sold very cheap for cash ; the land will likewise be (lis- 
posefl of for cash, or exchanged for territory in Mokahika, the Moon, or (he 
Land of Nod ; it io a matter of perfect indifference to the subscribers which. 
Sale positive, to commence as soon as the subscribers have finished their 
morning's bitters. No postponement on account of the weather." 

ilow vague the charge made by the collector against the inspector, how 
easily made, and how great the injustice, when sentence is passed, before the 
party accused knows that complaint is made against him ! Perhaps, sir, io 
these days, since the establishment of temperance societies — societies which, 
I am happy to say, have been productive of* and are continuing to do, great 
good — no two men would agree in their ideas of intemperance. The totall)' 
abstemious men would call him, who drank but once a year, an intemperate 
man. This inspector might have been on but one occasion, and this Investi* 
gation sought for might show it, a little excited ; and this, in consequence of 
j;reat exertions at a town meeting, made to sustain the cause of men now 
m power; in his excess of zeal, **he threw np his greasy cap," and criedi 
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Hurra! bum!-— I will not here saj for whom. The collector*ii friends saw 
him ; some of those, and the friends of those, who wanted his office. They 
alt swear that they had seen him when he was overexcited with liquor. 
Mone of them fix the time, or place, and apparently the miitanc.es are as nu- 
Jnerous as the witnesses are, who all saw but the one improper act. The 
testimony is transmitted to the treasury department, and the man is there re- 
corded a confirmed drunkard. If thiH be the mode in which the administra- 
tion uses its friend, what has its enemies a right to expect ? I am able, upon 
the authority of a member of this house, to cite as strong a case of 
injustice done an individual as can be adduced ; a case showing, 
ait the same time, the facility with which misrepresentations can be made, 
and the difficulty attending the detection of those who make them. A Mr 
Griffin, iintil very lately, was inspector of the port of New London ; always 
reputed to be a good officer, a mora!,exemplary man, and ardently attached 
to this administration, ft was, however, found necessary to provide for a 
Mr Muzzy, who was not long ago before the senate, and whose nomination 
could not pass the ordeal of that body Griffin, not knowing that any com* 
plaint was made against him, conscious that there was no good cause tor any, 
found, unexpectedly, himself removed, and Mr Muzzy put in his place. 
When removed, he went to the collector for the cause of tne removal. The 
collector declared that he knew of none, but thought tliat some person mi^ht 
have slandered him, by representing him an intemperate man, or something 
of that kind. Mr Griffin procured the best testimony that the town ana 
state, in which he lived, furnished, shewing that there was hardly a man livifig 
lesa obnoxious to such a charge. It was sent to the treasury department, 
and it was subsequently ascertained that this collector, who avowed his utter 
ignorance of the cause of his removal, was the assassin who stabbed his repu- 
tation. The gentleman from Maine may well say, there are more charges in 
the different departments, against men removed, than they have any know- 
ledge of* 

There is something peculiar in the character of many of the friends of this 
administration. They remind me of the Lemtng. an animal described in 
Goldsmith's Animated Nature; their march is in the right line of destruc- 
tion ^ they destroy every opposing object, and then turn round and commence 
the work of destruction upon one anuther. 

Sir, give to the president all the popularity his friends have claimed, if it 
be acquired exclusively by the appointment of his friends to offices, and sus- 
tainecl by levying contributions upon those in office, wresting from them a 
part of their eniolument, for party purposes ; by subsidizing presses in every 
part of the country-— is it a popularity of which he ought to be proud ? It will 
not last long, although it ma^ last as long as the government itself. It wilt 
be found dancing in the wind f ^^ shaking it«* wings, it will not stay ;" and 
the sooner the better it will be for Kim, ^' he puffs the prostitute away " Sir, 
every friend of- this administration, every friend of our common country, 
every man proud of the institutions of our country, and attached to its laws, 
has. a deep interest in giving to this investigation its broadest and most exten- 
sive range. If the charges be not true, they should be repelled, and the ad* 
ministration and government should be vindicated. There may not be any 
foundation whatever for any of the rumors in circulation, in regard to the of- 
ficers of the customs in different parts of the country. I do not know that 
there is; but, to show that others think differently, it is only necessary to call 
the attention of the house to what is also found in the Intelligencer of this 
morning: 

*' With r^ard to the allegation made by the inspector against the ccUector 
at Wiscasseti we have abundant reason to believe that the corrupt act oom* 
plaioed •f^ 13 hy no meaas peculiar to ihat collector. We ac» satined that 
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we ha?e ||ood and substantial grounds for declaring that many of the holders 
of subordinate posts in the principal custom-houses throughout the Union, are 
oompeiled in like manner to contribute a pro ralta amount of their respective 
salaries, for electioneering purposes, and for other matters tending to sustain 
iht party. Thej are commonly given to understand, prior to their appoint- 
ment, tnat an agreement to such confributiun must be a conditionprecedent* 
Upon these teniis« and ■mmiiiim.* u i lu w Uh ua e«^>v«es plvtlge on their party 
they go into office; and should they ever subsequently kick at the arrang;e- 
'ment, as in the Wiscasset case, dismissal from employment is the threat or 
the punishment. And further than this, it is also required of all such subor* 
dinates as have brains, to devote their leisure time to the composition of par- 
ty-paragraphs for the administration presses. Much of the editorial matter of 
the leading Jackson prints in the seaports is obtained in this manner; and 
from this source most of the * public indignation' recently manufactured bus 
been drawn. 

** Should the subject of the Wiscasset collector go to a committee of inqui- 
ry we recommend to them the examination uf some of the subordinate officers 
in the Boston custom house, relative to an attempt, which was partially suc- 
cessful, to extort moneys for the payment of interest on notes due from the 
holder of a certain fat office in that city, to the collector of that port. A 
meeting of the office-holders was held on that occasion, whereat a committee 
Was chosen to doom each to the payment of a ecrtaih sum^ in proportion to the 
amount of his official income; and each was directed todeposite the same, in 
a certain bank in that city, to the credit of the individual thus proposed to be 
relieved from a portion of his alleged grtat sacrifices to secure the election of 
Andrew Jackson. Let the records of the treasury department, and its cor- 
respondence, be also overhauled for evidence touching this transaction. That 
what we have thus far stated are facts, no one will dare to denj ; but on a 
representation thereof to Mr Ingham, we are led to believe that a stopper was 
put upon the intended extortion, amounting to about ten per cent on the sala-^ 
ties and fees of office; and that some who had already paid in their instal- 
ments, were afterwards told that the tax would be remitted. This occurred 
upwards of a jjear since."— iV. K Evening Journal, 

I am authorized to say, by the editor of the Telegraph, (and that he can 
prove what he authorizes me to say, by a gentleman now in this city, who 
was present at the meeting,) that, last summer, the proprietor and editor of 
llie Globe, the organ of the administration in this citj^ went to the city of 
New York; a meeting of the officers of the of the customs was called, and 
the sum of two thousand dollars raised for the benefit of that paper, by con- 
tributions which were levied upon them.— [[Here Mr Pearcz was requested, 
by Mr Speight and Mr Thompson, to state again what he said, which he did, 
adding that he was not sure that he was told the meeting was composed ex- 
clusively of those who were custom-house officers ; but sure he was that he 
was told it was composed of those who held offices under the authorities of 
the United States. Mr Spkioht requested him to name the man who was 
present at the meeting, and asked if it was not Clement Mr Pearce said 
ne could not name the man ; he never asked his name, and did notknow it^ 
that the editor of the Telegraph would give the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina any information he wanted, and to liim he would refer him.]— Sir, I do 
recollect that a cha^e somewhat like this, which the gentleman may have 
read, was made in theTelegraph last summer; and what surprised me more,at 
the time, was, that, although the editor of the Globe evadea the force of it, he 
did not declare it to be entirely destitute of truth. But recollect that I charge 
no one ; I speak of things known to exist, and said to exist ; and my great 
object is to convince the friends of the administration that they ought not to 
flto^ this ioT^igatien, inuocence has nothing to ftur ^ butif, from any caase 
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Or from anj consideration, the guilty should escape, and, H^re espteiallrt 
from an unwillingness on our part to authorize the proper investigation of the 
offences which, in the opinion of many, have been committed, upon any rea- 
sonable calculation, will offences hereafter be less frequent? 

I adjure gentlemen to let the investigation go on. All these rumors, which 
have been referred to, will, as on eagles' wingg, fl v £rom ooa part of thifl 
country to the other ; and in justice, not only to the accused, but to thoae 
who may be suspected, it should go on. Cambyses' judges said, though there 
was a written law, Persian liings follow their own wilL But, in this govern- 
ment of equal law, there are none above it, and none so iow aa not to be 
affected by if. 

I must now, Mr Speaker, after having, as I very well know, detained the 
house too long, conclude my remarks ; but, for the time I have consumed in 
this discussion, some apology will be found in the course given to this debate, 
not by me, but by those who preceded me. I have entered into it with no 
disposition to charge or criminate, with no feelings of acrimony or unkind- 
ness towards any one ; and all will bear witness that the discussion, on my 
part, has been in perfect good nature. 1 have found it more agreeable to 
laugh than to weep. 1 have used the weapons of warfare, sanctioned by par- 
liamentary usage. Ridicule is one that has ever been considered lawhil, to 
wit I have no pretensions ; and, if I had, it would come uncalled for, if it 
come at all, and would be according to the best definition ever given of it, 
the spontaneous effusions of a mind at ease. 

I considered this discussion and this debate involving one of the sacred and 
fundamental principles of our governinent, that the right to petition was in this 
country as sacred and as important to the citizens as the Great Writ of Righ^ 
a writ which has not been in England for the last one hundred and fifty years, 
notwithstanding all the storms and hurricanes of strife, convulsions and wart 
of every kind that country had experienced, suspended for more than three or 
four times, and then, in the emphatic language of Sir William Blackstone, the 
the people of Eneland parted with their liberties for a moment that they 
might be enjoyed rorever. Let these principles be cherished, let them be held 
inviolate, and there will be hope even beyond the grave of the liberty we noiv 
enjoy ; the sun of our glory may go down, but these principles cher- 
bed, they will be the magic stone retaining the rays of that aan, after 
it has sunk hen<^ath the horizon: other governments may rise from the 
ruins of those which have fallen ; the sun of American fr^sdom may shine 
%vith increased effulgence, and the Western Hemisphere continue to be an 
asylum for the oppressed throughout the globe.*— But these principles aban* 
doned or neglectea here aa in Kome, but a poor consolation will be derived 
ttom the reflectioni 

** Thftt Onto live<], and TaUj spoke: 
Brains dealt the godlike stroke." 

For what Rome now is, we shall be. 

The inspector has not remaining, like the great English cardinal^ <<hi8 relic 
and his integrity to heaven;" he has been divested of his robe of office,that is to 
us a small concern ; but as he says attempts have been made to violate his in* 
tegrity to heaven — ^this I have contended requires consideration. He haB 
found out for his own satisfaction, 

*<How wretehed is that poor ma* vho hangs OA PrinceB* faroars !^^ 

That is exclusively a concern of his own. 

He aslcs for justice, let him have itr let it neither be aaU, refuaei, o^ dir 
hytd. 

[Smee Mr. Ptaree coneluded his remarks, a letter has bee& receired froM the Seoretair of 
the Treasarr, shoving the number of persons employed in the Cuatom House serriee at Boston, 
Neir.ir«tk, PtdtodeAi&ja, Baltimore, and Gfcarlettoni in what capaoitj employed, end tho amoont 
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•rpaj received by caoh, fsr the year endiog on the SOlh day of September* \^%^ includiiie extra 
aompeiiMitioo, from which the following ahatnict is presented 

Boston — 68 offieers— Money paid 77,718 08— averaging to eaeh 1143 dollars. 

Kew- York— Officers S46 — Money paid S75,42S 84 averaging to eaeh 1190 dollart, 

Philadelphia— -Officers 7S--Money paid 77,318 18— averaging to each 1030 dollars. 

BeltJiDore— 17 officera— Money paid $90,143 94 

19 To each of the 17 ofhcera 1180 dollars. 

36 
Charletto»— 34, induding inspectors— Money paid 82,386 17 
16 officers averaging each 1400 dollars ; besides 
18 inspectors at $3 per day. 
Money paid at the Custom Honses above named, to 488 officers, (478,989 05 
37 inspectors at 3 per day are not included. 
From this letter it further appeal's, that daring the year mentioned, the eompensalion of the 

oelleotor of Boston was, - - - • - - - 4,400 00 

And the compensation of six of the anbordinate officers of the costoms, nominated 

by the eollector, was, each, .•-•••• 8,591 41 

The compensation of the collector of New York was, • • • • 5,4O0 00 

And one of the officers under him was, .••••' 3/37 97 

The compensation of the collector of Philadelphia was, • • • • - 4,40O 09 

And that of John Steel, weieher, same year, • • • • • 3,873 45 

The compensation of the collector of Charleston was, • • • • 3,063 58 

And the compensation of Wiliiam Lavall, measurer, - • • - 3,386 60 

By the Blue Book, 1832, it appears that for the year past, the compensiftioB of the c(il* 

llpctor oflProvidenoe, Rhode Island, was, -•-••• 1,105 70 
And same year, the ooropentation of James Thorber, ganger, was, « • 1,350 49 

John R, Waterman, wether and measurer, was, - . • - « 1,650 56 

As an act of justice to McClintqck, the much abused inspector, it is thonght proper to stnte^ 

in order to show that he is not without honour where he is best known, that since this debate 

commenced, he was elected one of the selectmen of Booth Bay, Maine, by a decided majority 

over Gardner, one of the swift witnesses against him, and one .of the inspectors of the ctif« 

tana.] 
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This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. < 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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